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The 9 Best Independent Publishers in the US 

 
 

 

OR Books 

New York-based OR Books was founded in 2009 by John Oakes and Colin Robinson. OR 
Books publishes political commentary and considers itself an alternative publisher. In addition to 
politics, it publishes topics that deal with popular culture and human rights. OR Books' mission is 
to publish books that challenge the norm and provoke dialogue. OR Books use unique 
promotional methods to market their books directly to the readers. In an effort to eliminate 
waste, it only prints books on-demand or as platform-agnostic eBooks. 
 
Book genres published by OR Books:​ Nonfiction 
Book titles published by OR Books:​ ​Crusoe and His Consequences (James Dunkerley)​, ​Hate 
Inc.: Why Today’s Media Makes Us Despise One Another (Matt Taibbi)​, ​CBD! (Amy Sohn) 
No. of titles published each year:​ 12 - 24 
Does OR Books accept unagented submissions?​ No 
 

Milkweed Editions 

Founded in 1980, Milkweed Editions is an independent, nonprofit small press that operates out 
of Minneapolis, MN. It also operates as an independent bookstore. Milkweed Editions 
celebrates experimental authors and takes chances on those who would otherwise be 
overlooked by traditional publishers. It also participates in several annual poetry contests, which 
you can learn more about on the ​submissions page here​. 
 
Book genres published by Milkweed Editions:​ Literary fiction, nonfiction, poetry 
Book titles published by Milkweed Editions:​ ​The Shame (Makenna Goodman)​, ​A Song From 
Faraway (Deni Ellis Béchard)​, ​A Year in the Wilderness (Amy & Dave Freeman) 
No. of titles published each year: ​18 - 20 
Does Milkweed Editions accept unagented submissions?​ No 
 

https://nybookeditors.com/2020/03/the-9-best-independent-publishers-in-the-us/
https://www.orbooks.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Crusoe-His-Consequences-James-Dunkerley/dp/1682192024
https://www.amazon.com/Hate-Inc-Todays-Despise-Another/dp/1949017257
https://www.amazon.com/Hate-Inc-Todays-Despise-Another/dp/1949017257
https://www.amazon.com/CBD-Amy-Sohn/dp/1949017230/
https://milkweed.org/
https://milkweed.org/submissions
https://www.amazon.com/Shame-Novel-Makenna-Goodman/dp/157131136X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=The+Shame+%28Makenna+Goodman%29&qid=1584327718&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Song-Faraway-Deni-Ellis-B%C3%A9chard/dp/1571311351/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=A+Song+From+Faraway+%28Deni+Ellis+Bechard%29&qid=1584327738&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Song-Faraway-Deni-Ellis-B%C3%A9chard/dp/1571311351/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=A+Song+From+Faraway+%28Deni+Ellis+Bechard%29&qid=1584327738&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Year-Wilderness-Bearing-Witness-Boundary/dp/1571313710/

